FACT SHEET

FINAL AlR TOXICS RULE FOR ELASTOVER PRODUCTI ON

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

¢

The Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) is today
issuing a final regulation to reduce em ssions of air
toxics fromthe manufacture of certain el astoners.

These el astoners are used to produce a variety of
synthetic rubber products, including tires, hoses, belts,
f oot wear, adhesives, caul ks, wire insulation, seals,
floor tiles, and | atexes.

WHAT ARE THE HEALTH AND ENVI RONMENTAL BENEF| TS?

¢

Em ssions of a nunber of air toxics will be reduced by
the rule, including styrene, hexane, and toluene. Air
toxics are those pollutants known or suspected of causing
cancer or other serious health effects.

EPA's final rule will reduce em ssions of air toxics by
approxi mately 6,400 tons annually, representing about a
50 percent reduction fromcurrent |evels.

Today' s action denonstrates EPA's commitnent to making
pol lution prevention an integral part of regulatory
actions whenever possible. EPA's final rule will require
facilities to use a pollution prevention technique to
reduce the amobunt of air toxics released into the

at nosphere during the initial stages of the manufacturing
pr ocess.

EPA's final rule contains a narket-based provision,

"em ssions averaging,"” that will allow facilities
flexibility to choose certain em ssions points to control
in order to achieve the required enm ssions reductions in
t he nost cost effective manner possible. In sone
situations, facilities may find it nore cost effective
to overcontrol certain em ssions points and undercontr ol
others, so that the overall result will be greater

em ssions reductions at |esser control costs. The rule
spells out how facilities my use em ssions averagi ng and
whi ch em ssions points nmay be included.
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BACKGROUND

L4

Under the Clean Air Act Amendnents of 1990, EPA is
required to regulate em ssions of 189 listed toxic air
pollutants. On July 16, 1992, EPA published a list of
source categories that emt one or nore of these air
toxics. For listed categories of "mmjor" sources (those
that emit 10 tons/year or nore of a listed pollutant or
25 tons/year or nore of a conbination of pollutants), the
Clean Air Act requires EPA to devel op standards that w |
require the application of stringent air pollution
controls, known as naxi num achi evabl e control technol ogy
( MACT) .

On July 16, 1992, EPA published a list of industry groups
(known as "source categories”) to be regul ated, which

i ncl uded maj or sources that nmanufacture certain types of
el astoners, rubber, and | atexes.

VWHO MUST COVPLY W TH THE REGULATI ON?

There are 36 facilities nationwide that will be affected

EPA's final rule covers nine of the thirty-eight polymners
and resins source categories that may be regul ated under

EPA's final rule will set an emissions limt for the
foll owi ng em ssions points at affected sources: storage
tanks, process vents, equipnent |eaks, and wastewater

¢
by the rule.
¢
the air toxics provision of the Clean Air Act.
VWHAT DOES THE FINAL RULE REQUI RE?
¢
syst ens.
¢

The nonitoring, recordkeeping and reporting requirenents
are outlined in the rule.

HOW MUCH WLL THE RULE COST?

¢

The estimated capital costs of the rule will be about $26
mllion.
The estinmated annual costs of the rule will be about $19
mllion.



FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON. .

L4

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad the rule
fromthe Cean Air Act Amendnents bulletin board (under
"Recently Signed Rules") on EPA s Technol ogy Transfer
Network (TTN) by calling (919) 541-5742. For further

i nformati on about how to access the bulletin board, call
(919) 541-5384. For further information about the rule,
contact M. Robert Rosensteel at (919) 541-5608.



